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Dear BSD families and staff, 

Good morning and Happy Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day! 

Today, we remember Dr. King’s life and legacy—his fight to end racism, poverty, and militarism, and his vision for a
“Beloved Community”. This is a community where justice, nonviolence, and inclusion replace hatred and division. As we
celebrate Dr. King today, we honor his work with deep respect and appreciation and recognize that these beliefs still
require our attention as we strive to make the world a better place.

In BSD, we believe diversity and inclusion are key to strong schools and communities. When I arrived in 2020, we had
solid policies in place supporting these values. As we partnered with our community to build our current strategic plan, it
was clear that our staff feel this way, our students feel this way, and the Burlington community feels this way. As a new
administration prepares to lead our country, I’m proud to say that BSD remains 100% committed to Dr. King’s work, and
will continue to prioritize diversity, equity, and inclusion in our schools, our city, and our broader community. 

In the past few years, our district has focused our professional learning on anti-racist teaching and leadership. This is part
of our work to acknowledge that White Supremacy Culture exists and that we need to work together to create a more just
and equitable culture for all. We have created a strategic plan designed to reduce the opportunity gaps influenced by race,
ability, and income, we have worked with students and staff to understand their experience and implemented their ideas to
make our schools better for them; as a result, we have developed procedures to protect our LBGTQIA+ community, we
have created safe spaces for students and staff of different identities, races, and cultures to gather, and we are
redesigning our systems to better support students with disabilities. 

We see from the data in our annual climate survey that when we do this work, all of our children benefit. We also know
that there’s much work to be done to meet our goals, and we need to keep pushing forward with these efforts. Again, I
want to assure you that this commitment to DEI will not change.

In preparation for the change in administration, we finalized procedures ensuring that we support students’ access to
education and privacy, and that our staff know how to respond appropriately to immigration enforcement officials. We are
also partnering with organizations in the city to help people who have immigrated here recently know their rights. And BSD
leaders are also ready to continue our efforts to make sure our LGBTQIA+ community is safe and supported.

In short, as we celebrate Dr. King today, please know that BSD will continue to do everything we can to promote Dr. King’s
vision and to make Burlington schools places where all are welcome, valued, and loved, and all have the opportunity to be
challenged, empowered, and engaged. 

Happy Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
-Tom

 

P.S. Here are a few resources we provided for staff last week. Take a look!

MLK BSD Teaching Materials
MLK and BLM Grades 6-12
Martin's Big Words and Slam Poetry Grades K-5
How to do what's Right Lesson Plan Grades K-5
Civil Rights Timeline Slideshow  Grades 3-12
MLK and Other Social Movements Lesson Plan  Grades 8-12

More MLK  Resources:

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/yuKwe81XnFClAtMjC-jQhg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0Q4aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVraW5nY2VudGVyLm9yZy9hYm91dC10a2MvdGhlLWtpbmctcGhpbG9zb3BoeS9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmeHxHiOZ6qQdCxSGHN1cGVyaW50ZW5kZW50QGJzZHZ0Lm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/zM8owcbggvIh0AvwdSea7w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnNkdnQub3JnL3NjaG9vbC1ib2FyZC9taXNzaW9udmlzaW9uY29yZS1iZWxpZWZzL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZ4fEeI5nqpB0LFIYc3VwZXJpbnRlbmRlbnRAYnNkdnQub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5NWbccxfOuBJVz4vjEsH6Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0RjaHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vcHJlc2VudGF0aW9uL2QvMXE3c2Ztd3ltN3FtQzNFRnZOZVZPSmtqRlZKQml5YlJJWGJRZmFCcFpZaWcvZWRpdCNzbGlkZT1pZC5wVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnh8R4jmeqkHQsUhhzdXBlcmludGVuZGVudEBic2R2dC5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/LSgZBRX3X3g0KVw9xBYaVg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0RVaHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vZG9jdW1lbnQvZC8xTWtISVQ3WW9LSS10UHFYTDRhU0p5dXFsRXY5VkwzWmZUUTNqVWhBaGtMUS9lZGl0I1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZ4fEeI5nqpB0LFIYc3VwZXJpbnRlbmRlbnRAYnNkdnQub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ESvh5DDZdxWbX3_rOuu_fQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0RUaHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vZG9jdW1lbnQvZC8xcl94c1Z3RzF0NWoxR05zbnlqWVhzTEZXaVhjeVBjRnMySDhqTDh4a1I1TS9lZGl0VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnh8R4jmeqkHQsUhhzdXBlcmludGVuZGVudEBic2R2dC5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/YRf99R5lywblrQSG5qF-Yw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vcHJlc2VudGF0aW9uL2QvMTdYajhnZ2FwNUxTN0tDazhyUEozQW1CWlFGM2x4QU9menBYc09CemIxc0UvZWRpdCNzbGlkZT1pZC5nNzViY2I4MTVjM18wXzEzOVcHc2Nob29sbUIKZ4fEeI5nqpB0LFIYc3VwZXJpbnRlbmRlbnRAYnNkdnQub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RsPrIFJN3woe-ymq5dZGpg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRpb6xEP0RgaHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vZG9jdW1lbnQvZC8xcm8yVENKUElvSGVublFsTHN4Y3ljV3lLQkNhbnNPV2RHakZHNnhPbjFFcy9lZGl0P3VzcD1zaGFyaW5nVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnh8R4jmeqkHQsUhhzdXBlcmludGVuZGVudEBic2R2dC5vcmdYBAAAAAE~


Listen to MLK’s I Have a Dream speech (~17 mins) or this shorter version (~6 mins) Read the “I Have a Dream”
speech

Read a biographical account, which includes pictures and other links

Watch an interview on segregation 

Read a letter to Birmingham Jail and Read a poem that inspired King

MLK Reading for Newer Readers (level M)

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and think critically. Intelligence plus character; that is the
goal of a true education.” ― Martin Luther King Jr.

--
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